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Introduction ' 

The 10-year period covered by this report, 1971 through 1980; was 1 one of considerable change in higher 
education. Enrollments increased to record levels, and as a result, so did the numbers of degrees awarded. The 
numbers of bachelor's, master's, and doctor's degrees have leveled off 'in rece/it years or declined. The number of 
first-professional degrees has not yet reached a peak. 

« 

Data In this report differ in two respects from mos^ NCES reports. 1) ail data are for the 50 States and D.C.. 
and 2) alfdata relating to degrees by field use the recently developed classification of instructional programs. 

Section I focuses on the numbers of degrees awarded by level of degree. ■ 

Section II focuses on" the proportion of men and womeft receiving degrees at each tevel. 

Section 1 1 1 compares the numbers of degrees^awarded by control of institution. 

Section IV looks at the changes in degrees awarded by discipline division for the period 1971*through 1980. 
using the newly developed classification of instructional programs., *' 
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Earned Degrees, By Level * 

The total number of decrees awarded at the bachelor's, master's, doctor's, and fjrst-professional levels frorV 

- 1971 through 1980 was 12,B96,6B4. Of this number, 71 percent were bachelor's, 22 percent were master's, 3 per- 
• cent,were doctor's, and 4 percent were first-professional. The total number of degrees awarded each year increased 

from over 1,100,000 In 1971 to, a peak of more than f ,334,000 in 1977, followed by small declines each year since 
then untiM9B0. f he .totaMumber of degrees awarded in 19B0 was percent higher than in 1971. The percentage 
attribution of degrees among levels did not differrTiuch at the end of the period from the distribution at the begin- 
ning of the period. Bachelor's degrees were 74 percent of the total in 1971 but onfy 7o"percent in 19B0. Master's 
degrees rose from 20 percent, of the/total to 22 percent. Doctor's degrees accounted for 3 percent of the degrees in 
1971 and £ percent irt 19B0. First-professional degrees made up 3 percent of the total in 1971 but rose to 5 percent 
in 19B0 {see table 1). - v v 

» * . 

• / 

Bachelor's Degrees ' 1 • 

- • 

The total number of -bachelor's degrees awarded during the 10-year period was over 9/1 million. The number 
of bachelor's' degrees awarded annually increased from approximately 840,000 in 1971 to over 940,000 ih 1974. 
^ Smce. then, the annual awards.have hovered around 920,000. The total awarded in 19B0 was 1 1 percent higher than 
1971, but approximately 2 percent lower than injhe peak year (table 1 and figure 1.) 

Master's Degrees ^ - 

The total number of master's degrees awarded during the 10-year period was approximately 2.B million. 
The number awarded annually increased from approximately 230,000 ir> 1971 to a peak of 317,000 in 1977, and 
has since declined to less than 300,000. The number of master's degrees awarded in 19B0 was 29 percent larger'than 
in 197t but 6 percent smaller than in 1977 {table 1 and figure 1). 

Doctor's Degrees 

"The 'total number of doctor's degrees awarded from 197d through <19B0~ was over 330,000. The number in- 
creased from approximately 32,000 in 1971 to a pe^of almostXOOO in 1073. Since then the annual awards have 
^ -hovered between 32,000 and 34,000. The r/umber of doctor's degrees awarded in 19B0 was approximately 2 percent 
larger than in 1971 and almost 6 percent lower than in 1973 {table 1 and figure 2). 

' * - " s ■ . ' • C 

First-professional Degrees ' ' 

' V 1 ' * ■ \ % - 

- * From 1971 through 1980, over 570,000 first-professional degrees were awarded. There has been a steady 
increase from approximately 3B,000 to over 70,000 awarded in 1980. The number of first-professiorial degrees 
awarded in 19B0 was 85 percent larger than in 1971 {table 1 and figure 2). - 

; * \ 

Summary . } 1 ' \ 

\ . \ 

During this 10-year period, all degree'levels except firjt-professional reached a peak* and began to decline in 
number of awards. With smaller numbers of ffigh school graduates predicted over the next several years, it is unlikely 
that the number of bachelor's* degrees will show increases^ more than very modest numbers, and may show con- 
tinually declining numbers within a few years. While there are^some indications that some areas in the professions 
are bemg over-supplied, .relative to the demand for practitioners, the length of training required would seem to 
preclude declines jn numbecs oj f ^'-professional degrees for several years. On the other hand, continued bleak 
prospects for* employment as college or university facu)ty or researchers may beQin to reduce significantly the 
numbers of doctor's degrees awarded. BuMhis is.by no means certain. In some/ields, many oU.he students are 
already employed and acquiring the doct6rate is perceived as necessary for continued employment. 
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Table 1. Bachelor's and higher degrees conferred, by level of degree and year of award: 
> 50 States and D.C., 1971-1980 " 







# 




v — 


First- 




Year 


AH levels 


Bachelor's 


Master's 


' Doctor's 


professiortal 




Total 


12,896,6184 


9,135,380 


2,854,711 


332,918 


573,675 , 


• 


1971 


1,140,292 


0 * 
V 839,730 


230,509 


.32,107 


» 

37,946 




. 1972 


1,21 5,680 « 


887,273 


251,633 


33,3f63 . : 


43,411 




1973 . " 1 


1,270^528 


vll, Sol 




1A 111 


Rn nifl 

9U,U 1 O 




I974 


1,310,441 


~ 945,776 


277,033 


33,816 


\ 53,816 




. 1975 


1,305,382 - 


922,933 


292,450 


/ 34,083 


55,916 




1976 ' 


1,334,230 


925,746 


311,771 


314,064 


* Q3»649 




1977 * 


1,334;304 


' 519,549 ; 


317,164 


33,232 


64,35§ 




1978 


1,331,536 


- sy 921,204 


311,620 


32J^1 


66,581 . 




1979 


1,324,047 


921,390 


30 f, 079 


32^0 ' 


1 v 68,848 * 




1980 » 


1,330,244 ' 


929,417 ' 


2^6,081 


. 32,615 


70,131 / 


\ 


Peak year 


1977 


1974 


1977 


1973 


, 1960 




1980 as percent 














of peak year** 


,99.7 * 


, 98.3 


94.0 


93.8 , 


108.0 


•* 


Percentage change 










84.8 




1971-80. " 


16.7 


10.7 X 


29.3 


■1.6* , 
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• Figure 1.— Bachelor's and master's degrees awarded: 
50 States and D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Figure 2. — Doctor's and first-professional degrees awarded: 
50 States and D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Earned Degrees, by Level and Sex of Recipient _ 

' t - 

Of the almost 13,000,000 degrees awarded during this 10-year period; approximately 44 percent were awarded 
to women*. The number of.degrees awarded to men increased annually from over 675,000 in, 1971 to a peak of more 
than 760,000 in 1974. The trend has been downward srnce. In 1980, the awards to men were 3 percent higher than 
«in 1971 and 8 percent lower than in 1974. Awards to women increased from over "460,000 in 1971 to 630,000 
in 1980, a/i increase of 36 percent. Women earned about 41 percent of all degrees awarded in 1971 and over 47 
percent in 1980. While/women increased their representation among all levels of degrees, there were marked dif- 
ferences among them, varying from jnore than 49 percent of the master's degrees awarded in 1980 to less than 25 
percent of the first-professional degrees (tables 2 and 3)~ ' \ 
* 

: ' ■ v ^ 

Bachelor's Degrees 

The number of men receiving bachelor's degrees increased annually from 1971 to 1974 but has declined 
steadily since then. The number of men receiving bachelor's degrees 'in 1980 was about 1/2 percent lower than in" 
1971 and more than 10 percent lower than in 1974. The number of women receiving bachelor's degrees increased 
annifallvr from 1971. through 1980, except for 1975. The 1980 totaNs 25 percent larger than that of 1971. The 
percentage representation of women among bachelor's degree recipients increased from over 43 percent to 49 per- 
cent (tables 2 and 3 and figure 3). 



Master's Degrees ^ iw ^-\_* s ^ 0# ^^^^^"" 

The number of men receiving fnaster's degrees increased annually from 1971 through 1977 and hasdeclined 
since then. Master's degrees in 1980 were, 9 percent greater than in 1971 but 10 percent lower than in 1977. The 
number of women receiving master's degrees* increased annually from 1971 through 1978, declining in 1979 and 
1980. The number of women receivipg these c(egrees in 1980 was 60 percent greate^ than the number receiving them 
in 1971, but almost 2 percent smaller than in 1978. The larger proportional increase in the number of- women 
receiving masters degrees resulted in an increase in the percentage representation of women among master's degree 
recipients from 40 percent in 1971 to over 49 percent in 1980, Whereas women received a lower proportion of 
master's than bachelor's degrees In 1971, since 1.976 women have accounted for a larger proportion of master's 
degree recipients than of bachelor's degree recipients (tables 2 and 3 and figure 3): 



Doctor's Degrees . * 

** ✓ 

. The number of men receiving doctor's-degrees increased from 1971 through 1973 but has decreased each year 
since then. During the 10-year period, the number of men receiving doctor's degrees decreased by 17 percent, and 
has declined from the peak year by almost 20 percent. The number of women"receiving»doctor's degrees increased 
each of the 10 years and was 111 percent larger in 1980 than in 1971. Women received 14 percent of the doctor's 
degrees in 1971 an430 percent m 1980 (tables 2 and 3 and figure 4). K 



Rrst-Professional Degrees 

\ - - - ' N 

The number of men receiving first-professional degrees increased from 1971 through 1976 and has been stable 
since at a level slightly below the peak. About 48 percent more men* received first-professional degrees in 1980 than 
at the beginning of the period, although this number "was 0.3 percent below the 1976 peak. Trie number*of women 
receiving such degrees increased annually during the period until it was 6£5 percent greater than in 1971. The 
percentage representation of women among first-professional degree recipients increased from over 6 percent to 
almost 25 percent-ltables 2 and 3 and figure 4). 



mary 

* • - * 

*At each of the degree levels, the percentage representation of women increased during the 10-year period. The 
of increase in numbers of women awarded degrees were inversely related to the percentage representations of 
omen at the individual degree levels in 1971. That is, as may be expected, the rates of increase were largest at those^ 
levels in which the percentages of women were smallest in 1971. Since 1976, the percentage of women among 
master's degree recipients has exceeded the percentage among bachelor's degree recipients. On the other hand, it is at 
the master's level that the numbers of women have shown their only decline during the period. At all other levels, 
while the number of men being awarded degrees has declined or stabilized, the number of women receiving degrees. 
Jias^ ntmued -to increase, 4 Higure54 . 
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Table 2.* Bachelor's and higher degrees conferred, by level of degree and spx pf recipient: 
50 States and D.C., 197M980 



-Year- 



AfHevefc- 



Men | Women"" 



Bachelor's 



Men * j Women ~ Men j 



"Masters 



Women 



)octor's 



Men 



W<3men 



First-professional 



Men 



Total 1971-80 


7,270,309 < 


5,626>75 _ 


, 4,965,301 


* 4,170,079 


1,561,938 


1,292,773. 


4 

1971 


676,8>4 ' 


• 463,478 


475,594 


364,136 


138,146 


92,363 


1972 . 


718,953 


49^,727' 


500,590 


386,683 ' 


149,550 


102,083 


1973 


747,719 


522,809 1 


518,191 


-404,171 


154,468 


108,903 


1974 


761,050 


549,391/ . 


527,313 


\ 418,463 


157,842 


119,191 


1975 


742,184 


563,198. 


504,841 


418,092 


161,570 


130,880 


1976 


75Y,332 


582^98 . 


504,925 


420,821 


167,248 


144,523 


1977 


' 740,844 


593,460 * 


. 495,545 


424,004 


167,783 


149,381 


1978 ' 


724,487 


607,049 ' 


. 487,347 


433,857 


161,212 


150,408 


1979 


706,907 


617,140 


# 477,344 


" 444,046 


153,370 


* 147,709 


-198p 


T 00,(31 9 


630,225 


* 473,611 


455,806 


150,749 


-147,332 , 


Peak year 


1974 


1980 


1974 


' 1980 


1977 


1978 


1980 as percent 














of peak #eaV 


92.0 4 


~ 100.0 


-89.8 


100.0 


" * , 89.8 


.98.0 


Percent change 














197-1-80 


3.4 


. 36.0* ' 


• -0.4 


25.2 * 


9.1 


59.5 



259,924 72,994 483,146 90,529 

27,530 4,577 35,544 

28,090 5,273 " 40,723 

28,571 , ' 6,206 46,489 

27,365,, 6,451 48,530 

26,817 7,266 48,956 

26,267 7,797 52,892 

25,1*2 8,090 52,374 

23!658 8,473 52,270 

23,541 * 9,189 . 52,652' 

22,943 9,672 52,7>16 



1973 * 1980 
80.3 100.0 

V 4 

-16.7 111.3 



1976 19* 
99.} 100.0 
48^ 625.0 
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Table 3. Percentage of degrees awarded to women, by level of degree: 
+ . * 50 States and D.C., 1 $71-1980 



'Year 


*» 
All 


Bachelor's 


Master's 


* > 
Doctor's * J 


.-v. First-* 




levels 








/ professional * 



Total 1971- 
1980 



43.6 



4576 



45.3 



-21.9 



15.8 



. 1971 


40.6 




43.4- 
43.6 


1972 


40.9 




1973 


41.1 


t 


43.8 


1974 


41.9 




44,2 


1975 


43.1 




45.3 


1976 


V 43.7 




45.5 


1977 


44.5 




46.1 


1978- 


45.6 ■ 




47.1 


1979 \ 


46.6 




48.2 


1980 


47.4 




49.0 



4o.r 

40.6 
41.3 
43.0 
44.8 
f 46.4 
47.1 
48.3 
49. 1_ 
4ft4~ 



t.4.3 

15.8 
17.8 
19.1 
21:3 
22.9 
24.3 
26.4 
28.1 
29.7 



>3. 

6.2 
» 7.1 

9.8 
12.4 
15.6 
18.6 
21.5 
23.5 
24.8 



•1 



r 



10 



> 
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Figure 3. — Bachelor's ahd master's degrees awarded to men and women: 
\ 50 States and D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Figure 4. — Doctor's and first-professional degrees awarded to men and women: 
Ooo , 50 States and D.C., 1971 -^980 
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Earned Degrees, by Level and Control of Institution 

» , > • 

Pf the total degrees awarded during the 10-year period, 4,361,979 (34 percent) were awarded by privately 
controlled institutions. The number of degrees awarded by public institutions increased from about 750,000 in 1971 
to almost Q90,000 in 1976 and has Declined each year since. The total in,1980 was 15" percent higher than in 1971", 
but 3 percent smaller than in 1976. The number of decrees awarded by private institutions increased each year of 
the period, but at a slower rate than for public institutions, except for the last 4 years when degrees awarded at 
private institutions continued to increase. Private institutions awarded 19 percent more decrees in 1980 than in 
^97^Pnvaterm«itutTons^warded^r34 percent of air degrees rn^7rTnTs~percentage Heclirw^eacT^e^unlTf 
1974 whenjt. reached a low point of~33 percept. Small increases in the succeeding yean have caused this percentage 
to rise to over 35 percent While the change in" percentage of degrees awarded by private Institutions has differed 
among the four degree levels, the entiVe period has been stable, varying no fnojje than 4 percentage points from low 
to high at any level. 7 



Bachelor's Degrees 

Of the 9.135.380 bachelor's degrees awarded during this period, 2,921,264 (32 percent) were awarded by 
private -institutions The number of bachelor's degrees awarded increased at both' public and private institutions from 
1971 through 1974. It tften~decreased by over 2 percent at both public and private institutions in 1975. Suice then, 
the trend has continued downward for public institutions, but has been upward for private ones. The^umber 
awarded at pu Wit-institutions in 1980 was 12 percent higher than in 1971, but 4 percent lower than in 1974.^6 
number of bachelor's degrees awarded in 19§0 at private institution's was 8 percent higher thai? in 1971 (tairfe^ft^md 

6): i s k • 




When we look at men and women separately by public and private institutions, it is dear that the numbers 
of women in public and private institutions, have been moving in parallel, since 1975. Before theft, the nurnber of 
women in the public sector had keen increasing at a much faster rate* The number of men in public institutions has, 
been the" most volatile' increasing at the fastest rate until 1974 and then declining fastest since then. The number of 
men in private institutions has been the most stable, varying only about 7 percent frorrhthe low year of 1980 to the 
high year of 1973 (table5). ' >■ 



Master's Degrees * 

.From 1971 through 1980, U.S. institutions awarded almost 2,900,000 master's degrees-, of which 35 percent 
were awarded ^by private institutions. The number of master's degrees increased until 1977^rho'ng public institutions 
and through f978 among private ones. At the public institutions, the number of awards in 1980 was 24 percent 
higher than in T971, but 10 percent lower than in 1977. At private institutions, the number in 1980 was 40 percent 
higher than in 1971 . The proportton of master's degrees awarded by private institutions increased duririg *his period 
by about 3 percent (tables 4 and 6). . * 

As is the case with bachelor's degrees, the numbers^of mastej^ awarded by public institutions' are more volatile 
•than in the private institutions. The number awarded botnfhen and women increased at faster rates an&fhen ex- 
perienced sharper declines. In the private sector the rates of increase were slow, but steady until 1979, when there 
was a slight decrease, followed by an upturn in 1980. , * 

The number of master's degrees awarded to men in the public sector peaked in -1976 and Has declined steadily* 
since then. Master's degrees awarded to men in the private sector peaked in 1977 and have^ declined since then. 
Awards to women in the public sector have been declining since 1977, while in the-private sector they have con- 
tinued to increase (table 5). * 

9 ' • - ' 



Doctors Degrees , v -\ 

Of the almost 333,000 doctor's degrees awarded betweerj 1971 and 1980,.36 percent were awarded by private 
institutions. Doctor's degrees awarded by public institutions increased from 1971 until, 1 973. -The trend sirfce then 
hasSeeri stable. The number awarded m 1980 was^bout 1 percent less than in 1971 and 7 percent less than the peak 
year. Among private institutions there was a parallej pattern.*The\number rose from 1971 through 1973 and has 
Jpeen relatively stable since. .The number awarded in 1980 was & percent more than in '1971 and 3 percent less than 
il??3J tables 4and_6K , \ . .... _ ^ - i 



When we examine the awards by sex as well as control of institution, we again fincf the nujnbers of meh in the 
public institutions more volatile than in the other groups. The number of degrees awarded in 1980^yas 19 percent 
ftelow that in 1971 and 21 percent below the peal^in 1973. The numbers of men receiving degrees from private 
institutions have been more stable. The number of doctorates awarded i\ the end of the period was 11 percent 
below the beginning and 16 percent below the peak year of 1973. The numbers of women in both sectors increased 
tnrougho£t the period, with the women in the public sector increasing faster (table 5).„ 
* * * * $ ~ 

First-Professional Degrees * , \ - / * 

During the 10 year perio'd, over 570,000 first-professionalfciegrees were confer redder 58 percent of them by 
private institutions. The number of first professional degrees increased at both public and private institutions through 
out the period. At ptfbhc institutions, the number of awards was 73 percent highe/ In 1980 tftan in 1971, the coftr 
parable fhgure for private institutions was. 93 percent (tables 4 ajad 6). * j ^ 

Looking at men and women separately in the two sectors^ we find that awards to men in both sectors had 
similar patterns, with rapid increases until 1976 and virtual stability since then. Women also had similar patterns 
of change, increases throughout the period, with more rapid increases since 1975. Jn contrast to the other degree 
levels, however, the rate of increase was higher in the private sector (table 5). 4 

* *- . 

I . * t' 

Summary . * ^ * 

The proportion of degrees granted by private institution^ was basically stable through this period. JThere was 
a srtght decrease at the bachelor's levels, but there were also slight increases at the master's, doctor's and first- 
professional levels. Since 1975, the rate of increase hajs been gfeater (or trje rate c^f decrease^ lower) for private 
institutions. While such data may givejhe appearance of a strengthen ingsjn the private sector, the anticipated enroll- 
ment declines of the 1980's make hazardous any predictions about future proportions that private institutions may 
award (tables 4 and 6). * % v# * 

' '* % 

\ The percentage representation of women increased in both public and private institutions at each decree levej 
during the period. Part of this was due to 'the declines in^he number of men receivi/ig dejgreeS asj/vell as increases in * 
the number of women. In 197^Trie percentage of wornten receiving blaster's degrees from public institutions ex- 
ceeded 51 percent of the total. The percentage oV women receiving bachelor's, master's, and first : professional 
degrees was larger among public institutions, The~percentage of women receiving doctor's degrees continued to be 
larger among private institutions (table 5). , ' . 

\ ., . . - - 



Table 4. Bachelor's an&righer degrees conferred, by level of degree and control ^institution: 

50 States and D.C., 1*971-1960 



Year 



Total 1971-80 



1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 



All levels * 



Publi( 



I 



Private 



v 4 



& Bachelor's 



Public 



Private w Public 



" Master's 



Private 



Doctor's 



Public 



Private 



First- professional j 



Public 



8*534,502 4,361,979 6,214,116 2,921,264 1*8,332 986,379* ,<2"13,768 119,150 



746,526 
806^87 
849,53$ 
.881,194 
874,377 
«88,976 
886,937- 
877,555 
862,284 
860,138 



3^3,766 
40^,693 
420,995 
429,247 
431,005 
445,254 
447,367 
453,981 
461,763 
469,9.08 



557,996 
599,615 ' 
, 630,899 
^fe5 1,544 
o^4r785 * 
635,181 
630,463 
627,903 
• 621,666^ 
624,084 



281,734 
287,658 
231,463 
294,232 
288,148 
290,585 

.289,086 
293,301 
299,724 

"305,333 



151,603 
167,075 
174,405 
184,632 
193,804 
206,298 
208,901 
. 202,099 
192,016 

bw 18 V" 



78,906 
84,558. 
88,966 
92,401 
98,646 
105,473 
► 108,263 
109,521., 
109,063 : 
110,582 



20,788- 
21,776 
22,357 
21,810 
22,*76 
'21,751 
21,229 
20,456 
20,817 
20,608 



11,319 
11,587 
12,420 
12,006 
i1 1,907 
'12,313 
"12,003 
1 1,675 
11,913 
12,007 



16,139 
18,521 
21,872 
.23,208 
23,612 
^5,766 
26,344 
27,097 
27,785 
27,942 



Private 



238,206 335,3fl 



21,80 
24,8{J 
28,14 
'30,6C 
32,30 
36,88 
38,01 J 
39,46 
41,063 
42,188 



Peak year 
1980 as percent 
of peai^fear 
Percent change 
1971-80 



1976 

96.8' 

15J2 



1980 
.100.0 
19.3 



1974 
95.8 
11.8 



1980 
100.0 
«8.4 



1977 
89t8 
23.7 



. 1980 
100.0 
40.1 



1973 
92.2 
-0.9 



^973 



97.7 



6.1 



1980 1980 
100.0 100.0 
73.1 93.5 





23 

h 



r • 



Tabte 5. Bachelor's and highextegrees conferred, by level of degree, control of institution and sex of 
** recipient: 50 States and D.C. 



1972 
1973 
*1974 
1975* 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 * 



Peak year ^ * 
1980 as percent 

of peak year 
Percent change 

1971-80 



Year • 


Bachelor's degrees 


~~ Public 


Private 




Men 


Women 




'Men | 


Women 


Total 1971-80 


3,346,804 


2,867,312 




1,618,497 


1,302,767 



311,120 
333,089 
350,060 
359,496 
34^,413 
343,718 
33^,341 
330,693 
-520,485 
316,389 



246,876 

266,526 

280,839 

292,048 

%0,372 

291,443* 

293,122 

297,210 

301,181 

307,695 



' 164,474 
167,501 
168,13V 
167,817 
160,428 
161,207 
158,204 
156,*54 
156,859 
157,222 



117,25£U 

120457 

123,332 

126,415 

127,720 

129,378 

130,882 

136,647 

14 / 2,865 

148,111, 



1974 19B0* 
88.0 ^ ^ 100.0 ' 
1-7 24.6' 



1973 
§3.5 
-4.4 



1980 
100.0 
26.3 



Table"5. Bachelor's and higher degrees conferred/by level of degree, control of institution and sex of 
* . recipient: 50 States and D.C. - Continued 



Year 




.Master's degrees • 




Public 


Private 






Men 


Women 


Men Women „ 1 

' • 3 1 ^ 



1, 



Total 1G71-80 



1971 

1972 

1973 

197T 

1975, 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 



Peak year 
1980 as percent 

of peak year 
Percent change ' 

1971-80 



V 



9 

ERLC 



978,354 

87,972 
96,081 
98,887 
101,389* 
J 03,1 48 
105,650 
105,139 
98,948 
92,589 
88,551 



889,978 

63,631 
70,994 
75,518 
83,243 
90,656 
100,64B 
103,762 
103,151 
99,427 
98,948 



T 




197 



83.8 



0.7 



1977 
x '9&4« 
55T5 



16 



24 



58?,584 

50,17^ 
53,469 
55,581 
56,453 
58,422 
61,598 
62,544 
62,264 
60,781 
62,198 



402,795 

■ 28,732 
31,089 
33,3^T 
35,94§ 
40,224 
4<^B75 
45,619 . 
47,257 

* 48,2B2 
48,384 



1977 
99.3 
24.0 



1980 
100.0 
68.4 



Table 5, Bachelor's and higher degrees conferred, by level of degree, control of institution and sex of 
recipient: 50 States and D,C, -'Continued 

• 0 



Year 



Doctor's degrees 



Public 



Men 



Women 



Private 



Men 



Women 



Total 1974-80 



168,310 



45458 



91,614 



s 27,536 



X/^1971 



1972 
o 1973 
°1974 
1975 
1976 
1flP7 
1978 
1979 
1980 



18,060 
18,572 
18,583 
1*891 
,17,565 
16,896 
16,126 
15,079 
14,98& 
14,555 



2,728 
3,204 
3,774 

' 3,919 
4,611 
4,855 
5,103 
5,377 
5,834 

>. 6,053 



9,470 
9,518 
9,^88 
9,474 
9,262 
9,371 
9,016 
8,579 
8,558 
8,388 



1,849 
2,069 
2,432 
2,532 
2,655 
2,942 
2,987 
3,096 
3,365 
3,619 









Peak year 


1973 , 1980 


* c 1973 * 1980 


1980 as percent ,y 




t , 


of peak year 


78.3 * 100.CT 


84.0 100,0, . 


Percent change > 






1971-80 


-19.4 121.9 


-11.4* 95.7 


Table 5. Bachelor's and higher degrees conferred, by level of degree, control of institution and sex of 




recipient: 50 States and D£. - Continued 




First-professional degrees 


Year 


Public 


*- Private 




Men j Women 


Men Women j 



*Total 1971-80 



200,187 



38,099 



^ 282.959- 



52,430 



1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
19 

*197< 
1980 



15,111 

17,376 

?D,338 

20,955 

20,590 

21,569 

21,176 

21,085 % 

21,047 

20,940 



1,028 

1,145~ 

1,534 

2,253 

3i022 

4,197 

5,168 

6,012 

6,738 

7,002 ' 



20,433 
23,347 
26,151 
27,575 
28,3§6 
31,323 
31*198 
31,185 
31,605 
31,776 



1,374 
- 1,543 
1,9&5 
3,033 
3,938 
5;560 
6,817 
8,299 
9,458 
10,413 



Peak year / * 


1976 


\ 1980 


^ 1980 


1980 


1980 as percent . 










of peak year 


97.1 - 


* 100.0 


100.0 *~ 


100.0 


Percent change 










1971-80 


38.6 


581.1 


55.5 


657.9 



17 



9 

ERIC 
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50 States and C 


KC, 197M980 






Year 


' All 5 k 


v 8achelor's 


Master's 


Doctor's 


First- 




levels 






^— 


professional 


Average 












1971 - 1980 


33.8 


32.0 , 


34.6 W 

s 


35.8 

* 


* 58.5 


7^971 


34.5 


— ^3:6" 


34.2 


. 35.3 




1972 


33.6 


3£4^ 


33.6 * • 


34.7 


57.3 


19>3 


33.1 


31.6 


« 33.S 


35.7 


56.3 


1974 


32.8 \ 


31.1 


33.4 


35.5 


. 56.9 


1975 


33.0 


31.2 


33.7 


1 ,34.9 ' 


57.8 


1976 * 


" 33.4 ' 


31.4 ' 


33.8 


36.1 


58.9 


1977 


33.5 


' 31.4 * J ' 


34.1, 


, 36.-1 - • \ 


59.1 t 


„1978 




31.8 


35.1 


* 36.3 


59.3 


1979 


34.9 


• 32.5 1 


36.2 


36.4 


59.6 * 


1980 ^ 


35.3 


32.9 


37.1 


36.8 


60.2 
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Figure 6. — Bachelors degrees awarded by control of institution: ' 
50 States and D.C., itfrl - 1980 
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Figure 7. — bachelor's degrees awarded, by control of institution and sex of recipient: 
50 States and D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Figure 8. — Matter's degrees awarded, by control of institution: 
50 States and D.C., 1971 -M980 \ 
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n Figure 9. — Master's degrees awarded, by control of institution and sex of recipient: 
1 20 000 n 50 States and D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Figure 10. — -Doctor's degrees awarded, by control of institution: 
50 States and'D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Figure 11. — Doctor's degrees awarded, by control of institution and sex of recipient: 
. 50Stateiand D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Figure 12. — First-professional degrees Awarded, by cpntrol of institution: 
50,000 -| 5Q Statesand 0 C f iQ7i _ igso 
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Figure 13.-— First*professionat*degre« awarded by control of institution and sex of recipient: 
40QQO 50 States and D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Figure 14. — Percentage of degrees awarded, by private institutions, by level of degree: 
50 States and D.C., 1971 - 1980 
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Earned Degrees by Level and by Major Field of Study 
Using the New Classification of Instructional 
Programs, 1971 and 1980 



tn ISTIyihTWrewctassifTca^ was introduced. In J9B2T, a new" classification 

will be adopted by NCES. From then on, data will be published using this later classification system. In anticipation 
j| of this change, this chapter looks at changes in degrees by field between 1971 and 1980, codified according/to this 

later classification system. , * ' 1 



highei 



There were 1 7 fields ottftudy in which the degrees awarded at bachelor's, maker's and doctor'i/levels were 
r in 1980 than in 1971. These were: • * v S 



r 




Renewable natural resources 

Architecture and environmental design * >. 

* Communications 
Communications Technologies 
• Computers and information sciences 
N , Engineering Technologies 

Health sciences - 
. Home economics , x> 

Law ' N 

Liberal/general studies 
Multi/interdisciplinary studies 
i Parks and recreation 
, Theology - 
Psychology 
Protective services 
Vs. Public affairs 

Visual and-perfon^ng arts 

The following five fields awarded "fewer degrees at every^Je/el in 1980 than in J 971 : foreign languages, letters, 
mathematics, philosophy and religion, and social sciences. 

Bachelor's Degrees 

The total number of bachelor's^ degrees awarded in 1^80 was 1 1 percent higher than the number awarded in 
1971 In 1980, more bachelor's degrees were granted than in 1971 in ail but eight fields. The largest decreases 
were in 1 education^ social sciences, letters, and mathematics. The largest increases were in: business and manage- 
ment, health sciences, communications, and liberal/general studies. 1 These changes are detailed in table 7. 

Within each of the fields that experienced large increases or decreases, the change was uneven among the 
specialties. This makes it very difficult to generalize about these major fields. While a field such as education may 
experience an over-all decline/many specialties within education may show .substantial increases. The specialties 
^ accounting for the majority of the change in^those fields experiencing the greatest increases and decreases are identi- 
fied in table 8. . , 

J % 4 

Womerr received more degrees in T980 in all except six* fields, ail of which ..experienced general declines. 
They also increased their percentage of the total in 29 fields. In TSr71, women received a majority of degrees in: 
area and ethnic studies, business and office, 'education, foreign languages, allied health, health sciences, home eco- 
nomics, vocational home economics, letters, library and archival sciences, public affairs, and visual and performing 
arts. By 1980 women also received a majority of the bachelor's degrees awarded in. communications, liberal/general 
studies; parks and recreation; and psychology. (Table 9.) 



1 > 
The basic differences between the classification used in this report and that used in previous publications is discussed in appen- 
dix A. ♦ 



25 



0 

ERLC . 32 



Master's Degrees ^ 

Master's degree? awarded in 1980 exceeded by 29 percent the number awarded in 197tyln 1980, the number 
was*larger \h all but nine fields (table 10). The fq^ir fields showing the greatest numerical increases between the 
2 years were business and management, education* public affairs, and health sciences. Of/the nine fields with 
numerical decreases, the largest decreases 'were in s6cial sciences, letters, foreign languages,>and mathematics. In 
addition to those showing a numerical decline, three fielc^ showed a lower percentage of the total in 1980 than in 
1971 , among them education. ' : — ; =~ 



, As with 'bachelor's degrees, the increases and decreases were uneven among specialties within fields. The 
specialties having the greatest impact on the fields with the greatest changes are shown in table 11, ^ 

Women 'increased in number among master's degree recipients in all fields except foreign* languages, letters, 
library and archival sciences, mattojmatics, and social ^sciences (all of which experienced general declines). Women 
showed an increased percentage of degree recipients in all fields except home economics, vocational home economics, 
library and archival sciences. Women now receive a majority of master's degrees in. communications, liberal/general 
studies, psychology, public affairs^ visual and performing arts, and nfcrks and recreation, in addition to those fields 
where they have traditionally been dominant. (Table 12.) 

Doctor's Degrees 

The number of doctor's degrees awarded in 1980 was only 2 percent larger than the number awarded in 1971 . 
In 1980, the total was larger in alt but 13 fields. The fields with the largest increases were education, theology, and 
psychology The fields with the largest decreases were physical sciences, engineering, and mathematics. (Table 13.) 

The number of women increased in every field in which degrees were awarded except' two, engineering and 
engineering-related technologies,, and vocati^hal home economics. The percentage, of women receiving doctor's 
degrees increased in all except four fields, vocational home economics, liberal/general studies, parks and recreation, 
engirreermg^and engineering-related technologies. (Table 14.) * * 

First-Professional Degrees 

Among the four degree levels, the first-professicrial level h3b* the greatest percentage increase between 1971 
and 1980 (79 percent) (tables l^jind 16). More firsUprofessional degrees/were awarded in each specialty in 1980' 
than 1971. The number and percentage of women receiving first-professional degrees increased in each of the spe- 
cialties. In 1971 none of the eight specialties with comparable data showed more than 9 percent of the degrees 
awarded to women. By 1980 women received not less than 12.6 percent among these- eight and in two fields were 
receiving 'over 30 percent of the_degrees awarded. The decrease irt "other" is partly due ^o a reporting change. 
8eginnimg in J976, the reporting form recognized first-professional degrees in chiropractic and pharmacy. The total 
figures used for comparison exclude the first-professional degrees awarded in pharmacy (637) and chiropractic 
(2,061) tn 1980, and other (311) in 1971.' 

' / • 

• <Law, optometry, osteopathic medicine, and podiatry, were the specialties showing a larger proportion of the 
degrees awarded in 1980trftn 
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Table 7.-Bachelor's degrees conferred, by discipline division 
(new classification): 50 States and D.C., 1971 and 1980 





§ • 


1971 


4 1980 


Change 














Percent * 


) 








Percent 




Percent 


change 


Numerical 


Discipline division 


Number 


of total 


Number 


of total 


71-80 


change 




- — *\ 

Total * / 


839 730 


100.0 


929,417 


100.0 


10.7 


o 89,687, 


01 


Agribusiness and Agricultural Production 


3 207 


0.4 


4,792 


0.5 


49.4 


1,585 


02 


Agricultural Sciences 


7 0fi1 


fi ft 


13 490 


1 5 


Q1 0" 


6 429 


03 


Renewable Natural Resources 


2 404 


0.3 


A 520 


T).5 


88.0 


2 116' 


04 


Architecture and Environmental Design 


5 57D 


n 7 


Q 199 


1 n 


fiAn - 


9 5R9 


05 


Area and Ethnic Studies ' 


9 F.R9 


n 9 


9 £Mn 


n 9 


1 n n 
I u.u 


95ft 
ZOO 


06 


Business and Management % 


1 IJ,0**Z 


IOC 

1 J.O 


1 R9' 74 1 
I OJ, /H I 


1 o s 
i y.o 


CI O 

v 01 .0 


in 100 
v u, i yy 


07 


Business and Office 


1 999 


n 9 


1 R90 
I ,DZU 


n 9 


* 99 4 


907 


09 


Communications 


10 994 


1 9 


9fi Q97 


9 Q 


1 Rn ft 

I DU.O 


1 r fim 


10 


Communications Technologies 


A 7ft 


0/ 


1 RRQ 

1 ,009 


n 9 


959 9 


1 94 1 
I ,Z1 1 


11 


Computer and Information Sciences 


2,388 


0'3 


1 1 1R4 


1 9 


9R7 1 


ft 7RR 

O, /DO 


13 


Education 


1 76 614 


91 n - 


nft ifiQ 


19 7 


" 00. 1 


-5ft 445 


14 


Engineering 


44,898 


5.3 


58 402 


6,3 


30.1 


1 9 5fl4 


15 


Engineering and Engineering-Related 
















* Technologies 


5,148 


0.6 


10,491 


1.1 


103.8* 


5 343 


16 


Foreign Languages 


19,945 


2.4 


1 1,133 


1.2 


44,2 


- 8,8f2 


1 / 


'Allied Health 


2,556 


0.3 


5,743 


0.6 


124.7 


3,187 


To 


nealth Sciences 


22,634 


2.7 


57,864 


6.2 


155.7 


35,230 


iy 


Home Economics 


10,825 


1.3 


1 7,856 


1.9 


65.0 


7 031 




Vocational Home Economics 


342 


* 


555 


0.1 


62.3 


213 


22 


Law 


545 


0.1 


683 


0.1 


"25.3 


v138 


23 


Letters 


64,933 


7.7 


33,497 


3.6 


- 48.4 


-31,436 


1/1 

2h 


Liberal/uene/al btudies 


5,461 


1 0.7 


20,069 


2.2 


267.5 


14,608 


25 


Library and Archival Sciences 


1,013 


0.1 


398 


* 


- 60.7 


615 


26 


Life Sciences 


35,743 


4.3 


46,370 


5.0 


29.7 


10 627 


27 


Mathematics . 


24,801 


3.0 


1 1,378 


1.2 


- 54.1 


- 13 423 


28 


Military Sciences 


357 


— # - 


•251 


# 


- 29.7 


- 106 


. 30 


Multi/lnterdisciplinary Studies 


, 8,306 


1.0 


14;404 


1.5 


73.4 


6,098 


31 


Parks and Recreation • ' 


1 621 


0.2 


5 753 






A 1 99* 


38 


Philosophy and Religion 


8,146 


.1.0 • 


7,069 


1 0.8 


- 13.2* 


- 1,077 


39 


Theology * 


3,744 


0.4 


6207 


0.7 


65.8 . 


2,463 


40 


Physiqa! Sciences 


21>12 , 


2.5 


237H0 


2:5 


9.3 


1,998 


42 


Psychology 


37,880 


4.5 


41,962 


4.5 


,10.8 ' 


4,082 




Protective Services* * 


2,045 


0.2 . 


15^)15- 


.1.6 


634.2 


12,970 


44* 


Public Affairs 


6,252 


0.7 


18,422 * 


. *2.0 


194.7 


12,170 


45 


Social Sciences 


155,236 


18.5 


103,519 


11.1 


- 33.3 


-*1,717 


•50 


Visual- and Performing Arts 


30,394 


3.6 


40,892 


4.4 


34.5 


•H 0,498 


* Less than 0.? percent. 




r 











Percentages may no^radd to 1Q0.0 due td rounding. 



Table 8, -Bachelor's degrees conferred in selected specialties, in selected divisions 
tnew classification): 50 States and D,C, 1971 and 1981* . 



Discipline division 






Numerical 


, 'and specialty 


1?71 


1980 


change 


^dtication 

Elementary Education- 


-vimcs* 176,614 


118,102 


-58,512 


90,432 


4*2,042 


-48,390 


Physical Education f 


24,732 f 


-20,316 


- 4,416 


Social Sciences 

j 


155,236 


1 63,870 


-51,366 „< 


% History 


44,663 „ . 


19,301 ^ ' 


, * -$5,362 


Sociology 


33,263 


18,881 


j -14,382 


Social Sciences, General 
• 


21,543 


8,503 0 

* 


/ -13,040 


Letters « • 


64,933 


: ^0,633 / 


-24,300 9 


English, General . - ■ ■ . 


51,562 


23,501 * \ 


-28,061 


Speech, Debate, and Forensics ■ 


6,970 


5,630 / 

/ 


- 1,340 


8usiness and Management* 


. 113,542 


186,683 / 


73,141 


Account frig 


22,099 


42,712 / 


20,613 


8usiness Administration and Management 


28,028 


61,593 / 


33,565 


8usiness and Management, General 


• 30,187 


34,457 / ' 


4,270 


Health Sciences 


22,634 _ 


63,920 Mi 


• 41,286 . 


. Health Sciences, Other ^ 


'230 


5,219 


4,989 ' 


Nursing, General 


12,199 


• 32,441 * 


20,242 


Pharmacy 


4,549 


6,974 


2,425 


Speech Pathology/^idiology ^ 


— "fr- 1,427 


3,576 


* 2,T49 




M • 
















N 



V 



28 



35 . 



Tabl$9,-Bachelor's degrees 
' and to women 



awarded, by discipline division (new classification) 
: 50 States and D.C., 1971 and 1980 



Discipline division 



Total 



To women 



Number 



Percent 



{ 1980 



To*al 



To Women 



Number Percent 



Total 

* m 

0\ Agribusiness and Agricultural Production 
02 Agricultural Sciences 

Renewable Natural Resources , , ~\ 



839,730 3B4,1 36 4&4 929,4 1 7 455,806 



03 



04 Architecture and^nvironmqntal Design 

05 Area and Ethnic Studies 

06 Business and Management 

07 Business and Office 

09 Communications ^ 

MO Communications Technologies 

1 1 Computer and Information Science 

13 Education 

14 Engineering 

15 Engineering and Engineering-Related 

Technologies 

16, Foreign Languages 

17 AIJied'Health 

18 Health Sciences « 

19 Home Economics 

20 Vocational Home Economics * 

22 Law . 

23 Letters ' * 
{ 24- LUnrai/General Studies 

25 Library and Archival Sciences * G * 

26 Li'fe«Sciences 

27 Mathematics 

28 Military Sciences 

30 Multi/lnterdisciplinary Studies *• 

31 Parks and Recreatipn 

38 Philosophy and Religion 

39 Theology v ♦ 

40 Physical Science 

42 Psychology x 
43 x Protective Services 

44 PublicrAffairs 

. 45 Social Sciences . & 

50 VJsual and Performing Arts 



3,207 
7,061 
2,404 
5,57f> 
2,562^ 
M13,542 /r 
1,323 ; 
10,324 
, 478 . 
2,388 
176,614 
44,898 

5,148 
J 9,945 
2,556 
22,634 
10,825 
342 
545 
64,933 
5,461 
1,013" 
35,743 
24,801 x 

357 
, 8,306 
1,621 
8,146 
3,744 
21,412 
37,880 . 
^2,045 
6,252 
155,236 
30,394 



51 
435 

: so 

664 
' 9 1,353 
* 9,172 
1,289 
I 3,665 
148 
324 
131,520 
. 358 

42 
14,870 
2,180 
J 7,246 
- 10,652 
214 
27 
42,518 
1,581 
932 
10,410 ^ 
.9,432 
1 

* 2,362 * 
563 
2,020 
1,017 
2,953 

f6,851 v 
180- 
3,763 

57,146 

18,138 



1.6 
6.2 
. 2.1 
11.9 
*52.4 
8.1 
'97.4 
35.5 
31.0 
13.6 
. 74.5 
0.8 

0.8 
74,6 
85,3 
76.2 
98^ 
62.6 

5.0 , 
65.5 
r 29.0 
92.0 

29 '1# 

38,0 

, 0.3 

28.4 
'34.7 

24,8 

27,2 

J 3.8 

44.5* 
■ '9.2 
,60.2 * 
' 36.8 . 

59.7 



4,792 ^ 
13,490 
4,520 
9,132 
2,840 
183,741 
1,620 
26,927 
1,689 
11,154 
118,169 
58,402 

10,491 
11,133 
5,743 
57,864 • 
17,856 
555 
683 
33,497 
20,069 
398 
46,370 
11,378 
c251 
14,404 
5,753 
?,069 . 
6,207 

41,96? 

15,015 ' 

,18,422 
103,519 
0 40,892 



871 
4,822 
1,064 
2,536 
1,715 
, 60,908 
1,556 
14,200 
760 
* 3,372 
87,247 
5;915 ' 

490 
84P2 
4,902 
47,369 
17,213 
337 

2V 
21,OT0 

10,680 

378 

19,542 

4.816* 

' 10 

,6,596 

.3,352 
2,267 
1,582 
5.546 

26,543 
5,020 

12,772 
'45,08fr 

25,827 



, Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding. 



* • 



49,0 

18.2 
35,7' 
, 23.5 
27,8 
60.4 
.33.2 
96.0 
52.7 
45.0_ 
30.2~ 
73.8 
10.1 

4.7 
75.5 
85.4 
81.9 
96.4 
60.7 
45.5 
65.1 
53.2 
95.0 
42.1 
42.3 

4.0 
45.8 
58.3 
32,1 
25.5 
23,7 
63,3 
33.4* 
63.3 



A: 



3.6 
63.2 



29 ;< 



9 

ERIC 



38 



Table 10.— Master's degrees conferred, by discipline division 
(new classification):^ States and D.C., 1971 and 1980 



.4 





1971 


1980 

* 


Change 














« Discipline division 


Number 


Rercent 
of total 


Number 


Percent 
of total 


Percent 
change 
71-80 


Numerical 
change 


Total 230,509 100.0 298,081 100.0 -29.3 67,572 _ 



01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
09 
10 
11 
13 
04 
15 



Agribusiness and Agricultural Production 
Agricultural Sciences 1 
Renewable Natural Resources 
Architecture and Environmental Design 

Area and Ethnic Studjes 

Business and Management 
Business and Office 

Communications a 
ComjTiunicaj>Ans Technologies 
ComputerLand Information Sciences 
Education 



Engineering 

Engineering and Engineering-Related 

Technologies - 
Foreign Languages 
Allied Healtfi 

Health Sciences ' * 
Home Economics 
Vocational Home Economics 
Law 
Letters* 

Liberal/General Studies 
,25-^Library and Archival Sciences 
26 Life Sciences 
•Mathematics 
Military Sciences* 
Multi/lnterdiscipJinary Studies 
Parks and Recreation 
Philosophy and Religion 
Theology 

Physical Sciences ' , 

Psychology 
Protective Services 
Public Affairs 
Social Sciences 
Visual and Performing Arts 



16 
17 
18 

tg 

20 
22 
^23 
24 



27 
• 28 
30 
31 
38 
39 
40 
42 
43 
44 
45 
50 



573 
1,501 
383 
1,705 
1,032 
26,401' 
0 

' 1,770 
* 86 
1,588 
88,952 
16,309 

134 
4,755 
185 
5,260 
1.420 
32 
955 
11,148 
549 
7,001 
5,728 
5,191 
2 

1,157 
218 
1 ,326 t 
2,710 
6,367 
4,431 
194 
8,215 
16,475 
6,875 



0.2 
0.7 
0.2 
0.7 
0.4 
11.5 
0 

0.8 
# 

0.7 
38.6 
' 7.1 

0.1 
2.1 
0.1 
2.3 
0.6 

0.4 

4.8. 

0.2 

3.0 

2.5 

2.3 

0.5' 

0.1 

0.6 

1.2 

2.8 

1.9 

0*.1 

3.6 

7,r 

2:9 



925 
2,363 
688 
3,1 39 
852 
54,&99 
7 

2,911 
171 
3,647 
103,951 
15,904' 

339 
2,236 
569 
14,499 
2,633 
57 
1,817 
6,807 
1,373 
5,374 
6,510 
2,860 
46 
3,579 
647 
1,204 
3,922 
5,219 
7,806 
1,805 
18,413 
12/101' 
8,708 



0.3 

0.8 

0.2 

1.1 

0.3 

18,5 
# 

1.0 
0.1 

1.2 a 

34.9 
5.3 

0.1 

0.8 

0.2 

4.9 

0.9 
# 

o:e 

2.3 

0.5 

*1.8 

2.2 

1.0 
# 

1.2 
0.2 
0.4 
1.3 
1.8 
2.6 
0.6 
P.2 
4.1 
2.9 



61.4 

57.4 

79.6 

84.1 

• 17.4 

107.7 
# 

64.5 
98.8 
129.7 
16.9 

- *2.5 

153.0 

- 53.0 
207.6 
175.6 

85.4 
78.1 
90.3 1 

- 38.9 
150.1 

- 23.2 
13.7 

- 44.9 
2,200.0 

209.3 
196.8 

- 9.2 
44.7 

- 18.0 
76.2 

830.4 
124.1 

- 26.6 
b 30.5 



352 
862 
305 
1,434 

- 180 
£8,518 

7 

1,141 
85 
2,059 
14,999 

- 405 

205 

- 2,519 

384 
9,239 
1,213 
- 25 

862 

- 4,341* 

824 

- 1,627 

782 

- 2,331 

44 
2,422 
429 

- 122 
1,212 

- 1,148 
3,375 
1,611 

10,198 
• 4,375 
2,033 



*Less than .05 percent. . 
Percentages may not add to 100.0 due 



nding.' 



30 



9 

ERIC 



37 
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Table 11, -Master's degrees confeyed in selected specialties^} selected divisions 
(new classification)^ States and D.C., 1971 ann 1980 



Discipline dW is ion 






Numerical 


and specialty 


- 1971 [ 


1980 


change 



Letters 

English; General ^ 
Speech, Debate, Forensics 

Foreign Languages 

French . * 

German ^ ^ 

Spanish 

< s 

Social Sciences 
History 

Political Science and Government 

Education 

Elementary Education 
Student Counseling and Personnel Services 7,813^ 
sEducation^Administration, General 7,702 
Special Education, General^^ * 3,051 

Education, General <• 12,867 

8usiness and Management 26,481 
Accounting 1,097 
8usiness Administration and Management, General 9,571 



Public Affairs 

Pabltc Administration 
Social Work 

v Health Sciences 

Nursing, General 

Public Health Laboratory Science 
Speech Pathology/Audiology 



1 



8,215 
1,406 
6,019 

5,260 
1,530 
1,257 
823 



6,807 
4,187 
,1,060 

2,236 
513 
309 
685 

12,101 
2,367 
.1,938 

103,951 
15,891 
13,197 
9,679 
8,979 
13,296 

54,999 
3,456 
30 J 86 

18,413 
6,586 
10,065* 

14,499 
4,616 
2,574 
3,290 



- 4,341 

- 3,323 

- 655 

- 2,519 

- 924 

- 381 

- 771 

- 4,375^ 

- 2,790' 

- 380 

14,999' 

- 1,179 
5,384 
1,977 
5,928 

- 429 

28,518 
2,359 
20,? 15 

10,198 
5,180 
4,046 

9,239 
3,086 
1,317 
> 2,467 



31 



.ERIC . 



38 



Table*12.-Masters degrees awarded, by discipline division (rjew classification) » 
and to women: 50 States and D.C., 1971 and 1980* 







1971 






1980 








To women 




To women 


Discipline division 


Total 


Number 


Pprrent 


-JEotaJ 


Number 


Percent 


) ' * 




m 









Total 

%> 


230,509 


92,363 


* 40.1 


298,081 


147,332 


01 


Agribusiness and Agricultural Production 


573 


21 


3.7 


925 


170 


02 


Agricultural Sciences 


1,501 . 


112 


* 7.5 


2,363 


582 


03 


Renewable Natural Resources 


383 


11 


2.9 


688 


142 


04 


Architecture and Environmental Design 


1,705 


236 


13.8 


3,139 * 


894 


05 


Area and Ethnic Studies 


1,032 


395 


38.3 


852 


410 


06 


Business and Management 


26,481 


1,038 


3.9 


' 54,999 


12,277 


07 


Business and Office 


0 


0 


0.0 


7 


o 7 


09 


Communications 


1,770 


, 612 


34.6 


2,911 


1,489 


10 


CommunicationsJTexhnologies 


86' 


30 


34.9 


171 


66 


11 


Computer andlnformation Science 


1,588 


164 


• ' 10.3 


' 3,647 


764 


13 


Education 


88,952 


49,975 


56.2 


103,951* 


72,931 


14 


Engineering 


16,309 


185 


1.1 


15.904 


1,122 


15 


Engineering ajpd Engineering-Related 












Technologies v. 


134 


0 


0.0 


339 


20 


16 


Foreign Languages " 0 


4,755 


3,113 


65.5 


2,236 


1,570 


17 


Allied Health 


185 


130 


70.3 


. 569 


430 


18 


Health Sciences 


5,260 


2,914 


55.4 


14,499 


10,507 


19 


Home Economics 


t 1 ,420 


1,338 


94.2 


2,633 


2,411 


„20 


Vocational Home Economics 


32 


26 


81.2 


57 


45 


22j|Law 


955 


46 


4.8 


1,817 


286 


23 


Letters u— 


#1,148 


6,717 


60.3 


6,807 


■ 4,311 


24 


Liberal/General Studies 


549 


243 


'44.3 


1,373 


833 


25 


Library and Archival Sciences 


7,001 


5,690 


81.3 


5,374 


4,370 


26 


Life Sciences 


5,7^ 


i ,y^o 


oo.O 


- 6,510 


2,412 


27 


Mathematics 


5,191 


1,518 


29,2 


2,860 


1,032 


28 


Military Sciences 


2 


0 


o.o c 


46 


0 


30 


Multi/lnterdisciplinary Studies 


1,157 


357 


30.9 


3,579 


1,258 


31 


Pfeifes and Recreation 


v 218 


65 


29.8 


647 


350 


36 


Philosophy and Religion 


1,326 


428 


32.3 


1,204 


485 


39 


Theology 35 


2,710 


661 


24.4 


3,922 • 


1,217 


40 


Physical Science 


6,367 


846 


13.3 


5,219 


971 


42 


Psychology 


4,431 


y£ 


37.2 


• 7,806 


4,430 


43 


Protective Services 


194 


^20 


10,3 


, 1.805* 


392 


44 


Public Affairs 


8,215 


4,039 


49.2 


18,413 


10,152 


45 


Social Sciences . 


16,476 


4,697 


28.5 


12,10> 


4,355 


50 


Visual and Performing Arts 
. . * 


6,675 


3,165 


47^ 


8,708 


4,64 1^ 




«~ . * 














f 

4 

% _ 










* 




"\ 




> 









49.4 

' 18.4 

24.6- 

20.6 v 

28.5 
.48.1 

22.3 
100.0 

51.2 
.38.6 

20.9 

70.2 
7.1 

5.9 
70.2 
75.6 
72.5 
91.6 
78.9 
15.7 
63.3 
60.7 
81.3 

"3BJ> - 

0.0 
>35.1 
54.1 
40.3 
31.0 
18.6 
56.8 

.55.llj 
36.0 | 
53.3 



32 



33 
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Table 13.-Doctor's degrees conferred, ffy discipline division 
* . (new classification): 50 States and D.C., 1971 and 1980 



i 


• r 

, j 

Discipline division 


1971 


1980 


Change ^ • 


.Number 


Percent 
of total 


c \ 

Numbe/ 


Percent 
of total 


Percent 
change 
71-80 


- 

Numerical 
'change 




Total , \ 


• 32,107 


100.0 


32.615 


106.fr 


1,6* * 


508 


01 


Agribusiness and Agricultural Production 


" _ 255 


v 0.8 


236\ 


0.7 


- 7.5 


* 

- 19 


02 


Agricultural Sciences v 


" 715 


2.2 


637 


\ 2:0 


- 10.9 


- 78 1 * 


03 


Renewable Natural Resources 


116 


0.4 


118 


0.4 


1.7 


2 


04 


Architecture and Environmental Design 


36 


0.1 


79 


0.2 


119.4 , 


43 . J 


OS 


Area and Ethnic Studies 


144 


. °- 4 


151 


0.5 


, 4.9 


7 


QQUusiness and Management 


807 


2.5 


792 


2.4 


-> 1.9 


- 15 


07 


Business and Office 


0 


0.0 


0 


0.0> 


0.0 


, 0 


09 


Communications / 


145 


0.5 


■ 182 


; 0.6 


25.5 


37 


10 


Communications Technologies 


0 


0.0 


, 11 


* 




11 


11 


Computer and Information Sciences / 


128 




240 


0.7 


^87.5 


112 


13 


Education 


6,403 


19.9 


7,941 


24.3 - 


24.0 


. 1,538 


14 


"Engineering " 


3,637 


11.3 


2,502 


7.7 


- 31.3. 


--1J35 


15 


Engineering ana 1 Engineering-Related 




• 












Technologies *a 


1 


« 


5 


* 


400.0 


. 4 


16 


Foreign Language 


781 


2.4 


549 


1.7 


- 29.7 


- 232 


17 


Allied Health , 


10 


* 


8 


# 


- 20.0 


2 ' 


18 


Health Sciences 


449 


1.4 


763 


* 2.3 


69.9 


k 314 


19 


Home Economics » 


121 


0.4 


' 191 


0.6 


57.9 


. * 70 


20 


Vocational Home Economics 


2. 


• 


1 


« 


-*0.0 


1 


22 


Law" 


20 


0.) 


40 


0.1 


100.0 


20 


23 


Letters , ' 


1,857 


5.8 


1 f 500 


' 4.6 


- 19.2 ■ 


- 357 


'24 


Liberal/General Studies 


11 


# 


106 


0.3 


863.6 


95* 


25, 


Library and Archival Sciences 


39 


' 0.1 


,73 


0.2 


87.2 


34 


26 


Life Sciences 


3,645 


11.4 


3,636 


11.1 


- 0.2 


9 


27 


Mathematics - ™ 


1 ( «9 


3.7 ' 


724 


'2.2 


- 39.6 


. - 475 


' 28 


Military Sciences 


0 


0.0 


0 


0.0 


' 0.0 




30 


Multi/lnte*disciplinary Studies 


80 


0.2 


295 


0.9 


% 268.8 


215 


31 


Parks and Recreation 


2 


« 


21 


O.'l 


* 950.0 


19 


38 


Philosophy and Religion 


554 




374 


1.1 


*- 32.5 


- 180 


39 


Theology 


312 


1.0 


1,319 


4.0 


322.8 


1,007 


40 


Physical Sciences 


. 4,390 


13.7 


3,089 


9.5 


- 29.6 


-1,301 


42 


Psychology - » 


1,782 


5.6 


2,768 


8.5 


55.3 


•986 


43 


Protective Services 


1 




18 


0.1 


1 700.0 


17 


44 


Public Affairs 


185 


- 0.6 


372 


1.1 


* 101.1 


* .187 


45 


Social Sciences % 


3,659 


11.4 


3,219 


9.3* 


- 12.0 


- 440 


50 


Visual and Performing Arts 


# 621 


1.9 


655 


2.0 


5.5 . 


34 




— ^ — : - 















*Less than .05 percent. ' ^ 

"'Percent.change^cannot be calculated. 
Percentages may riot-ap!d_to 100.0 due to rounding. 
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Table 14.-Doctqr'j degrees awarded, by discipline division (new classification) 
and to women: 50 States and D.C., 1971 and 1980 



h 




1971 ^ 


1980 






• To women 




To women 




Discipline division 9 


Total 


Number 
* 


Percent 


-Total 


Number, 


Percent 


Total 

r 


j 

V 


32,107 


4,577 


14.3 


32,615 


9,672 


29.7 



01 Agribusiness and Agricultural Production 

02 Agricultural Sciences 

03 Renewable Natural Resources 

04 Architecture and Environmental Design 

05 Area and Ethnic Studies ' 
.06 Business and Management 
07 Business and Office 

, 09 Communications 

10 Communications Technologies 

1 1 Computer and Information Sciences 

13 Education . ~ 

14 Engineering 

15 Engineering and Engineering-Related 
^Technologies 

16 Foreign Languages 

17 AlHed-Health 

18 Health Sciences 

19 Home Economips 
^20j^Vocational Home Economics • 

*22 Caw 

23 Letters * 

24 .Liberal/General Studies ■ o 

25 Library and Archival Sciences 

26 Life Sciences " » 

27 Mathematics 

28 Military Sciences 

30 Multi/lnterdisciplinary Studies 

31 parksand^Recreation , 

38 Philosophy and Religion 

39 Theology * ? 



40 
42 
43 
44 
45 
50 



Physical Sciences 

Psychology ** ** 

Protective Services * 

Public Affairs 

Social Sciences 

Visual and Performing Arts 



255 
715 
116 
36 
144 
807 
0 
14£ 
0 
128 
6/403 
3,637 

1 

781 
10 
449 
121 
2 
20 
1,857 

n 

3,645 
1,199 
0 
80 
2 

554 
312 
4,390 
1,782 
1 

185 
3,659 
' 621 1 



,4 
27 

;o 

3 
24 
23 

0 
19 

0 

3 

1,358 
23 

0 

297 
0 
75 
73 
2 
0 

520 
3 
11 
595 
93 
< 0 ■ 

ir 
1 

44 

6 

246 
427 
0 

s 44 
507 
, 138 



1.6 
3.8 

0.0 , 
8.3 
16.7 
2.9 

0.0 ; 
13.1 
• 0.0 
2.3 
21.2 . 
0.6 



236 
637 
118 
79 
* 151 
•792 
0 
182 
11 , 
240 
7,941 
32 



0.0 
38.0 
0.0 
16.7 
60.3 
100.0 
0.0 
28.0^ 
27.3 
28.2 
16.3 
7.8 
0.0 
13.8 
50.0 
7.9 
1.9 
5.6 
24.0 
0.0 
23.8 
13.9 
22.2 



5 

549 
8 

- 763 
191 
' 1 
40 
1,500 
106 
73 
3,636 
7^4 
0 

295 
2J 
374 

i,3tgr 

3,089 
2,768 
18 
372 
'3,219 
655* 



22 
77 
13 
* 1* 
. 52 
115 
0 
70 
2 
27 
3,522 
95 

0 

315 
1 

346 
145 
} 

4 

690 
24 
38 
946 
\00 
0 
94 
8 

, 77 
77 
384 
1,166 
' 3 
131 
872 
242 



9.3 
12.1 
11.0 
16.5 
34.4 
14.5 

0.0 
38.5 
18.2 
11.2 
44.4 

3.8 

0.0 
57.4 
12.5 
45.3 
75.9 
100.0 
10.0 
.46.0 
22.6 
52.1 
26\0 
13.8 

0.0 
31.9 
38.1 
20.6 

5.8 
12.4 
42.1 
16.7 
35.2 
27.1 
36.9 
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Table 15.-First-professional degrees conferred, by discipline specialty: 
50 States and D.C., 1971 and 1980 





1971 


1980 


Change 1971-1980 






Percent 




Percent 






Discipline specialty 


Number 

- 


of total 


Number 


of total 


Percent 


Numerical 


Total 


37,946 


- 


70,131 








Subtotal 


37,635 


100.0 


67,433 


100.0 


79.2 


29,798 


Dentistry 


3,745 


10.0 


5,258 


7.8 


40.4 


1,513 * 


Medicine 


8,919 


23.7 


14,902 


22.1 „ 


67.1 


5,983 


Optometry 


S31 


1.4' 


1,085 


1.6 


104.3 


554 


Osteopathic Medicine 


472 


1.3 


1.011 


1.5- 


' 114.2 


539 


Podiatry 


240 


0.6 


580 


0.9 


141.7 


340 


Veterinary Medicine 




O.J 


1 ,000 


O 7 


'♦0.0 




Law 


17,421 


46.3 


35,647 


52.9 


104.6 


18,226 


Thflrtlftn\( 

• iicUiuyy 


5,055 


13.4 


7,115 


10.5 


40.8 


2,060 


Subtotal 


311 




2,69& 






«• 


Chiropractic 






2,061 








Pharmacy 






637 « 








Other 


311 




0 








? 










* 





Table 16.-First»profe$sional degrees awarded, by discipline specialty, 
and to women: 50 States and D.C., 1971 and 1980 



♦ 


















1971/ 




\" 1980 






To women . 


# 


To women- 


Discipline specialty 

"» ■ 3 J 


Total 


Number 


Percent 


Total 


Number 


Percent* 


Total 


37,946 


2,402 


6.3 


70,131 


17,415 


24.8 


Dentistry 


* 3,745 


42 


1.1 




• 700 


13.3 


Medicine 


8,919 


809 


9.1 


14,902 


3,486 


23.4 


Optometry 


531 


.13 


2.4' . 


1,085 


170 


15.7 


Osteopathic Medicine 


472 


11 


2.3 


1,011, 


159 


15.7 


Podiatry 


240 


5 


'2.1 


580 


73 


• 12.6 


Veterinary Medicine 


1,252 


98 


7.8 


c ; 1,835 


602 


32.8 


Law- 


17,421 


1,240 


7.1 


. 35,647 


10,754 


30.2 


Theology 


5,055 




.2.3 


7,115 


982 


13.8 


Chiropractic 








2,061* 


250 


12.1 


^ Pharmacy 








637 * 


239 


37.5 * 


Other 


311 


66' 


21.2 

• * 


0 


0 


0 



1 
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Appendix A 

Differences Between Classification of Instructional 
Programs (1981) and A Taxonomy of Instructional Programs 

in Higher Education (1971) 

0100 Agriculture and natural resources has been divided into three fields. 

01 Agribusiness and agricultural* production, 

02 Agricultural sciences, and 

03 Renewable natural resources. * Q 

01 Agribusiness and agricultural production includes: 

• * » 

Game farm management, formerly 0107 fish, game, and wildlife management; 

Agricultural business and management, general, formerly 0110 agricultural and farfn management; 

Agricultural economics, formerly 01 1 1 ; 

Agricultural business, forfherly 0112. • 

02 Agricultural sciences includes: 

Agricultural sciences, general," formerly 01 0J agricultural, general; , 
Agronomy, formerly 0102 agronomy (field crops and crop management); 

Soils sciences, general, formerly 0103 soils science (management and conservation); • t m 
Animal sciences, general, formerly0104 animal science (husbandry); ^ ■ ' 

Dairy, formerly 0105 dairy science (husbandry); 
Poultry, formerly 0106 poultry science; •> 

Horticulture science, formerly 0108 horticulture (fruit and vegetable production)/ • 

Ornamental horticulture, formerly 0109; • 

Food sciences, general, formerly 0113 food science and technology; 

Range management, formerly 0117; and 

Agricultural sciences, other, formerly 01 99 other, specify. » » 

03 Renewable natural resources includes: 

Forestry science, formerly 01 14 forestry; ^ 
% Renewable natural resources, general, formerly 01 15 natural resources management; 

. * Forest products ftrocessirrtj technology, formerly 01 16 agriculture and forestry technologies. $ 

04 Architecture and environmental design, formerly 0200. * 

05 Area and ethnic studies' includes: — / 
All of the former 0300 area studies, plus: 

Afrb-American (black) studies, formerly 221 1 Afro-American (black culture) studies; » 
American Indian studies, formerly 221 2 American Indian cultural studies; and 
Hispanic-American studies, formerly 2213 Mexican-American cultural studies. 

0m6 * Business and management includes: 



ERIC 



* All of the former 0500 busffWf and'management, except: 
The former 0510 transportation and public utilitiesjf-and * - 

The former0514 secretariaj studies (baccalaureate and higj|er progYams). 
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07 ''Business and office includes the former 0514. 

09 Communications includes all of the former 0600 communications, except: 
The former Q605 communications media. 

. » e . 

10 Communications technology includes the former 0605. , . 

1 1 Computer and information sciences includes the former 0700 computer and information sciences. 

13 Edgcation includes the former 0800 educatfon, plus the former 1508 teaching of English as a foreign language. 

14 Engineering includes the former 0900 engineering, except for 0925 engineering technologies (baccalaureate 

and higher programs). * ' ' « 

15 Engineering and engineering-related technologies includes the former 0925. 

16 Foreign~languatjes includes the former 1 100 foreign languages, * 

• « 

17 Allied health includes: 
Occupational therapy, formerly J208; 

Physical therapy, formerly 1232; \ , 4 

Dental hygiene, formerly 1213 dental hygfene (baccalaureate and higher programs); 
Medical communications specialty, formerly 1217 biomedical communication 

Dental laboratory technology, formerly 1224 dental technologies (baccalaureate and higher programs); 
MedicaJ radiation dosimetry, nuclear medical technology and radiograph ^medical technology, formerly 1225 
radiplogic technologies. 



18 Health sciences includes: 
The former 1200 health professions, fixceqt: * 

(a) those transferred to 17, allied health, above; and * . ' 

(b) the former 122^clinical social work. j > 

V 

19 Home economics includes: • * 

Tbf^grmer 1300 home economics, except 1307 institutional management and cafeteria management. 

20 Vocational home economics includes the former 1 307. * 4 

22 Law includes the former 1400 layy. ' 

23^ Letters includes: 

The former 1 500 letters^except: 

1508- teaching of English as x a foreign language; 
1509 philosophy; and «■ - 
1 51 p religious studies. ". 

24 m Liberal/general studies, includes the former'4901 general liberal arts'and sciences. 

* * «» 

Y » 1 

* * v 
i 

• * 
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25 . Library and archival sciences includes the former 1 600 library sciences. ^ 

26 Life sciences includes the former 0400 biological sciences. 

27 Mathematics includes the former 1 700 mathematics. 

28 Military sciences includes the former 1 800 military sciences. 

30 Multi/interdisciplinary studies Includes the former 4900 interdisciplinary studies, except for 4901 . 

31' Parks and recreation includes the former 21 03 parks and recreation management. ' 
» v 

38 Philosophy and religion includes: # 

The former 1509 philosophy; and y 
The former 1510 religious studies. 

* # • 

39 Theology includes the former 2300 theology. 

40 Physical sciences includes the former 1900 physical sciences. « / 

j w L 

■42 Psychology includes the former 2000 psychology. ' 

43 Protective services includes the former 2105 law enforcement and corrections. 

44 Public affairs includes: 

The* former Jl 222 clinical social work; and 

All of the former 2100 public affairs and services, except the former 2103 parks and recreation management; 
an*d 2105 law enforcement and corrections. 

45 Social sciences includes: ' 

The former 2200 social sciences, except: * 

The former 2211. 2212. 2213. which have been moved to area and ethnic studies. Plus'the former 0510 
transportation and public utilities. 

50 Visual and performing arts includes the former 1000 fine and performing arjs. 



